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From Where I Sit 
John 2: 13-25Υ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜȄǘ ŦǊƻƳ WƻƘƴ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜƳǇŜǊ ǘŀƴǘǊǳƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ [ŜƴǘŜƴ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴŀƭǎΦ 
As I pondered this text, I imagined coming to the church one spring day. Then I imagined that I hear a commotion coming from 
inside the church. So instead of coming in through the side door, I imagine that I go around to the front and I can hear clattering 
ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀƳƻǊƛƴƎΧǘhings crashing. When I get around to the front, I see the front doors splintered from the inside out. I see that 
some of the stŀƛƴŜŘ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘŀǘǘŜǊŜŘΦ L ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƘȅƳƴŀƭǎ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ς 
obviously thrown by some raving lunatic. Then come the pew Bibles flying out the door, flopping half open on the walk in front, 
landing on shattered glass from the windows.  I imagine that I wonder what kind of fool would throw around the Word of God? I 
imagine that the furniture comes next; a couple of pews, sailing out the door, ripped out of the floor; the pulpit, thrown out and 
landing with a crash on the ground; then the communion table rolling end over end out the door and down the steps. I imagine 
that I have to duck when the communion chalice nearly beans me in the head and I have to duck again when one of the silver 
ǇƭŀǘŜǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ know why I was surprised to see the baptismal font rolling out but I imagine that I was. I imagine that I 
wonder where the police are while our place of worship is being wrecked. I imagine that I feel helpless as I watch the pew 
cushions fly past followed by the organ. Our stuff is all over the steps and sidewalk. 
 

This ƭŜǎǎƻƴ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜΦ I hope you know the story: Jesus comes to the 
¢ŜƳǇƭŜΣ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǇƭŀŎŜΦ He drives the moneychangers out, knocks over the tables 
ŀƴŘ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƛƴǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΩs found in all four Gospels and iǘΩǎ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ 
enough story, but exactly what is Jesus up to?  
Remember that the mission of Jesus was to proclaim the coming Kingdom of God in which thereΩs a new creation. The old things 
will have passed away and a new thing will be done. In the Book of Revelation, we read of the vision of the new Jerusalem. The 
holy city of God, coming down from heaven, in which God himself will dwell. And since the Temple was the earthly dwelling place 
of God, it would need to be destroyed to make way for the new dwelling place of God. Jesus is making a statement about the 
coming Kingdom of God by symbolically destroying the Temple, in preparation for that Kingdom.  

 

WeΩre in the middle of Lent on the road to Easter, when we proclaim the beginning of the Kingdom of God as we experience it in 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. We prepare for the coming Kingdom by making room for it, by knocking down our own temples. 
But what are those temples of ours that need knocking down? Maybe our preconceptions; maybe our closed-mindedness. Maybe 
part of WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ǎƻ ǿǊŀǇǇŜŘ up in its traditions that it fails to experience new 
ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ Iƻǿ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ Iƻǿ ƻŦǘŜƴ Řƻ ǿŜ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ DƻŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ DƻŘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǿŀȅǎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
expect? Maybe our temples are our bigotries, our prejudices against each other. MaȅōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ. 
aŀȅōŜ ƻǳǊ ǘŜƳǇƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ȊƻƴŜǎΦ aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻǳǊ ŀǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊΦ aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻǳǊ ǳƴǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 
ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƴŜǿ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎΣ ƴŜǿ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜship, new ways of being church, and 
new ways of living out of our faith.  
  

¢ƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƘƻǇŜƭŜǎǎΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘ, the core of the Gospel message is a message of hope. God is 
asking us to destroy our temples, to knock down the tables of our own preconceptions, of our own comfort zones so that God 
may build something new in us. It can be scary. !ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǇŀǊǘΦ ¢ƛƳŜǎ 
when we feel our temples, our sanctuaries, our places of safety have been knocked down. But itΩs precisely in those times that 
God is able to build something new within us. Sometimes, we just need to clear away the old before we can build the new. So, 
with all of our imagined stuff out on the front lawn, the question is ς what new thing is God going to build here at First 
Presbyterian Church? What new thing is God going to build in and through you? !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǎƛǘΦ 



 

 

 

Sunday, March 5            Second Sunday in Lent - Ten-Cents-A-Meal offering for Hunger      

Sunday, March 12          Third Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, March 19          Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, March 26          Fifth  Sunday in Lent                                       

 

************************************************************************************************  
We will receive the Ten-Cents-A-Meal offering for hunger on March 5.  This monthly offering 

is used by the Presbytery of Charlotte to fund hunger programs and agencies (including 

SCCM) throughout the presbytery.   

 

**********************************************************************************  

                             2023 Flower Calendar 
 Flower calendar contact is now Debbie Hahn. If the 
flowers you are placing in the sanctuary are in honor or 
memory of someone, you must contact Beth Poolos by 
email, bpoolos@fpcalbemarle.org the Monday before the 
Sunday date with exactly how it should be printed in the 
bulletin You will also need to let her know if you want the flowers after worship or if they 

are to be taken to a shut-in.  Flowers may be ordered from any local florist.  Contact Debbie Hahn            
(704-985-9419 or hahnjdt@ctc.net) for more information and to make arrangements for the flowers to be 
delivered to the church on Saturday or Sunday morning before worship. 
************************************************************************************************  

DAILY  LENT EN DEVOTIONALS  2023 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The daily devotions are entitled, òInward Work for Outward Livingó which will have us explore the ancient spiritual 
practice of examen that focuses on honest assessment and reflection. With a different theme for each week of Lent, 
weõll be invited to explore the connection between internal contemplation and outward action. The themes will 
include examining our fear to live with faith, examining our pain to live with healing, examining our dishonesty to 
live with truth, examining our joy to live with gratitude, examining our love to live with heart and examining our 
burdens to live with blessing. Each daily reflection will combine personal reflection with meditation, visualization 
and short prayers. The prayers can be used as mantras or breath prayers: breathe in praying the first phrase, breathe 
out praying the last. 
 You will receive a daily email devotion of òInward Workéó, printed copies can be mailed to those who do 

not have internet. Hard copies will be available in the church office upon request. 

mailto:bpoolos@fpcalbemarle.org


  Lenten Groups  2023  

As we enter the season of Lent, we invite you to find a group to share the season 
and spirit with.   Contact the group leader for more information.  
  

Hiking Group                                              Ken Knight and Connie Wallace  
 3 pm on Sunday afternoons  

 Morrow Mountain  

Come explore the glory of God by being surrounded by nature.  Bring a water bottle and wear comfy 
shoes! 

  
Mindful Positivity Group                       Jane Snyder and Gayle Russell  

 Noon on Monda ys (Feb 27, Mar 6, 13, 20, 27)  
 Old Session Room  

 Contact:   Jane Snyder 704 -438 -3358.  

This class will go deeper into positivity within ourselves where Christ resides.  Lunch will be provided 
the first week.   

 

Walking Group                                                             Gina Martin and Mary Kesselman  
4 pm on Monday afternoons  

 Rock Creek Park  

This group enjoys fellowship and conversation while moving our bodies in mindfulness of how 
intricately created we are.  We were created to move, so come move with us! 

  
The i nnocence of youth & The importance of the Table                             Youth Club  

Wednesday afternoons from 3:30 -5:30  

Contact:   Melissa   704 -439 -6747  

What better way to think through Lent than through the eyes of a child?  This group will join with our 
Youth Club while learning more about the young people of our church.  No experience necessary, just 
come watch and behold the beauty of the minds of children.  

 
Discussion Group                                                                     TBA  

 10 am on Thursday mornings  
 Church parlor  

 We still need a leader for this group.  Reach out to Melissa if you would like to help! 
 

Young Adults Group                                                                 Gina Martin  
 Dates, Times, and Locations TBA  

Contact:   Gina   704 -244 -0186  

This group is geared toward our 20-30 year olds.  Get to know those your age.  No heavy lifting, just 
fellowship! 

 

When Tough S tuff Happens                                                   Karlyn Cox and Melissa Eudy  

 6:30 pm on Thursday evenings  
 Locations will vary  

 Contact:   Karlyn 828 -507 -0865 or   Melissa   704 -439 -6747  

Come dig into the situations in the Scriptures that werenôt so pleasant.  Then join us as we discuss 
Godôs will for us to deal with the times when these situations plague our own lives. 

 

Movies and Discussion                                                            Kim Marshall  

 Dates and times TBA  

Contact:   Kim   980 -621-6577  This group will gather in the church theater for movies and discussion 
surrounding them.  Contact Kim to help get this group going. 



  

W!b¦!w¸ нлно CLb!b/L![ w9thw¢ 
GENERAL FUND 
Actual:    Year to Date   Budget-to-Date 
Total Income Received:    60,019.74       41,294.67 
Total Expenses:    56,113.07     43,960.65 
(Shortage)/Surplus                              3,906.67                                      (2,665.98) 
 

GENERAL FUND BUDGET                    2023 
Pledges: 472,936 
Total Income: 498,036 
General Expenses: 524,708   

Weekly Amount Needed to Keep Commitments:  $ 9,578                                   Ten-Cents-A-Meal for January: $175   
Average Weekly Amount Received in JANUARY:  $12,004                                    We are ahead $5,855  in pledges. 
                                                                                                                     
 

 

*********************************************************************************************************  

 
 

 

 The Gaither Family Endowment Fund  
     The Endowment Committee has met to distribute earnings from the Gaither Family Endowment Fund.  
This fund was established from the estate of Frances Breerwood and Frank Howard Gaither.  The amount 
distributed from the Gaither Family Endowment Fund was $6,200.  The projects funded were: 
 From the Christian Education Committee ȣȢȢ#ÏÏËÉÎÇ #ÁÍÐ ςπςσ to purchase supplies & food items      
 From the Transitional Director of Christian Education ȣȢȢFunding Middle School & High School 
                                                                                         Youth Conferences; Fees & Housing  
     From the DÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ Ǫ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ #ÁÒÅȣȢȢFood for First Friends Program 
     We would like to thank the Gaither family for their generosity and support.  The Endowment Committee 
is comprised of:  Lee McLaurin, Chair, Al Andrew, Connie Wallace, Mark Mabry and Amy Jones; and               
Ex-Officio Members: Rev. Cathy George (minister), Dr. Bob Gaither (member) .  
 

 
 

 

 

Memorials and Honorariums 

 

Ministerôs Discretionary Fund: 

In memory of Don Abernathy, given by Jim and Mary Louise Sawyer. 

In memory of Joe Russell, given by Jim and Mary Louise Sawyer. 

 

                                                                                    Sympathy 

 

To the family of Carole Yost, upon her death on February 20.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

SESSION NOTES STATED SESSION MEETING February 19, 2023 

At its stated meeting on Sunday, February 19, 2023, Session welcomed new members Mike and 

Claudine Burleson. A congregational meeting was scheduled for March 5 to elect four members at 

large for the nominating committee. Session heard updates from the nominating, worship, property, 

mission and membership committees. The PNC also presented an update. The next stated Session 

meeting is scheduled for March 19, 2023 

Submitted by Mary N. Kesselman, Clerk of Session 

 

 

 
 

 

A Stewardship Moment 
March 2023 

 
During our Fall 2022 campaign, your Stewardship Committee asked several members of our congregation to link our 

Churchôs mission to our stewardship gifts.  The feedback from you was that of appreciation to know how our gifts benefit 

our community and spread the word of Jesus Christ. 

 

J. Clif Christopher, author of Not Your Parentsô Offering Plate writes ñWhy did you choose to make a gift?  éfor major 

donors three factors ranked extremely highéthey were 1. Belief in the mission of the institution, 2. A high regard for staff 

leadership, and 3. The fiscal responsibility of the institution.  There is embedded in us, it seems, a desire to finish out our 

work on this earth with a sense that we amounted to something.  To sum it up, people want to be a part of something that 

changes lives.ò 

 

In addition, Kennon Callahan notes in Giving and Stewardship in an Effective Church, that ñpeople have a genuine spirit 

of generosityéWe have this spirit of generosity because of Whose we are, not who we areéGodôs nature reflects amazing 

grace and generosity with us.  When we live forward to our best true selves, we are living forward to the image and 

likeness in which God created us.ò   

 

Callahan discusses the nature of why people give (or donôt).  He explores why humans often become stingy and self-

centered but shows us that ñGod is compelling and persistent in bestowing grace and generosity, even when we willfully 

turn away from God.  Even when we are flawed and at times our worst, God welcomes us back with the generous gift of 

forgiveness and grace.ò 

 

Our Church has many missionsé.many wonderful missions.  Missions that need our continued support and helpé.need 

our compassion and generosity.  These missions help us discover Whose we are.  

 

 

 

 

 
  

 



  

Thanks to:  Ann Duckwall, Donna Gaither, Linda Anderson, Mildred Andrew,                      

Ruth Goodwin and Donna Gaither, for helping at the church in January. 
 

FIRST FAMILY AND THIRD WEDNESDAY VOLUNTEERS - 

Without these wonderful volunteers, we could not do these meals! Linda Anderson, Ruth 

Cotton, Ann Duckwall, Steve Cumming, Peggy Finley, Susan Garrison, Jennifer and Jordan 

Hesley, Jim Hesley, Margaret Ivey, Stephen and Leslie Kinley, Myron and Nancy Lowder, 

Chris Mabry, Lee McLaurin, Frankie Palmer, Ned and Gayle Russell, Lee and Billie Jean 

Snuggs, Ann Upchurch, Connie Wallace and Ken Knight.        Thank you!!  

 

******************************************** ***************************************************  

           Remember to spring forward one hour  
          in the early morning hours of March 12 
          (or before you go to bed on March 1 1).  
 

************************************************************************************************  

                                        PLEASE TAKE NOTE  
Do not respond /send any $$, funds, items to any email or text claiming to be any 

staff person of FPC. No staff person would ever send such a message.  

If the church needs something ïsomeone will contact you personally to discuss it. 

 
********************* ***************************************************************************  

         PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN THE REGISTER 

 

  The Membership Care Committee encourages you to be faithful in signing the 

Friendship Register in worship on Sundays and to register online if you    

worship there. It helps us to know when you are not here, which is very 

important.  

 

 

************************************************************************************************  

We are looking to hire a Part Time Youth Director! 
Please read over the job description posted here and pass the news along to anyone you may know that might be 

interested in applying for the position. Any individual interested should contact the church office and we will get your 

name and information to the Personnel committee (Chair, Al Andrew, Mike King, Mary Kesselman and Michelle 

Cumming)  and our Part Time Transitional Director of Christian Education, Melissa Eudy. 

 
PRIMARY FUNCTIONS 

- plan and supervise programs for Youth Group 

- coordinate volunteers to serve for Youth Group 

- coordinate Youth Sunday 

- plan outings and mission trips when appropriate 

- coordinate Wednesday afternoon activities & week-end outings for Faith Explorers (4th & 5th Graders) 

 

 
PERSON DESCRIPTION 

The qualified person for this position will be someone who: 

- is experienced in and enjoys working with youth in teaching and organizational aspects 

- works well independently and with others 

- has the ability to communicate effectively 

- is able to recruit and encourage people in volunteer roles 

- has an affirming nature 

- has a deep faith and is able to verbalize it 



  

 
Sunday School News and Updates  

 

Sunday School Sharing Knowledge Through Stories class will continue The Alice Network, by Kate Quinn at  

 through March. If you have questions, please contact Courtney Niederer (980-622-7435 

or ccniederer@yahoo.com) or Kim Marshall (980-621-6577 or bookworm284@live.com).  
Hope to see you there! 
    
 

                  The Alice Network  Reading Schedule: 

                       

                      March 5  -         Chp  8-15 

                      March 12  -       Chp 16-23 

                      March 26  -       Chp 24- end 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                          

************************************************************************************************  

 

Circle members will meet in the Pit Stop on 

March 8 at 1:00 pm.  We will study Lesson 5 in  ñCelebrating Sabbathò. 
 

                 

************************************************************************************************                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on Wednesday, March 1 at 1:30 p.m. in the Parlor.  

Please contact Peggy Finley at 704-985-1136 or maf447@windstream.net if you have questions. 

**********************************************************************************  
 

 

 

 

 

 

April  Newsletter Deadline 

Tuesday, March 21. 

Early submissions are always welcome!   

If you type your items in Microsoft Word, please email 

them as an attachment to:   

bpoolos@fpcalbemarle.org. 

 

mailto:ccniederer@yahoo.com
mailto:bookworm284@live.com
mailto:maf447@windstream.net
mailto:bpoolos@fpcalbemarle.org


Backpack Food Program Donations 

Needed:  
Oatmeal Packets, Breakfast Cookies, Individual Bags of Goldfish, Large Cans of Soup,  

Saltine Crackers, Tuna Helper, Cans of Tuna, Chicken Helper, Cans of Chicken, Snack Crackers, 

Pineapple, or Fruit Cocktail Cups 

A bin in the pit stop will receive your donation. 

Next Packing Date:  Wednesday, April 5 at 10:30 a.m.  

************************************************************************************************  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

************************************************************************************************  

                            

 

 

 

                                

 

                     Missions are not only for the Mission Committee!  
  

Recently SCCM put out a plea to churches to commit to serving at the Community Table. If each organized group 

within First Presbyterian committed to organizing and serving one Saturday meal over the course of the year, First 

Presbyterian would serve seven Saturdays! Session, Diaconate, Choir, Adult and Youth Sunday school classes, 

won't you answer the call to service?  Contact Heather Kilde 704-438-1983. 
 

            The next Community Inn Meal is Friday, April 7.  If interested in helping, please contact  

Ruth Cotton at 704-942-1381 or hugawolf@hotmain.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                       

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PRESENTS THE  

WINTER  ART GALLERY EXHIBIT BY  

MILLINGPORT  ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS  
 

We are so excited that Millingport Elementary School student work will be featured in 
the art gallery for the month of March! Thank you so much for supporting and 
encouraging our young artists at Millingport Elementary! Students have the opportunity 
to use many different mediums and themes in art throughout the year. For this 
particular display students focused on various themes, including landscapes and all 
things spring!  Students got to experiment and create with blending oil pastels and 
mixing different types of paints. They focused on drawing techniques and breaking 
pictures down into simple shapes as their starting foundation. There will be a variety of 
artwork on display, showcasing pieces from grade levels K-5th.                                                          

Candi Russell  teaches art at Millingport Elementary 

 

 

 

The congregation of First Presbyterian Church is invited to meet 

the Millingport Elementary artists at the Art Gallery Reception  

on Wednesday, March 15 from 4:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m.  

in the church common area. 



!!! Pfeiffer Pfriends Are Needed !!! 

     The Health Sciences Program of Pfeiffer University continues its presence in downtown 

Albemarle.  Students from across the United States and the world are working on a degree in the 

Physicianôs Assistant or Occupational Therapy Programs.  First Presbyterian, along with some other 

churches in downtown, are in partnership with these students which is similar to our Silent Partner program for our college students.  

The main difference is the length of the relationship (each program is 27 months long), and the Pfeiffer student will know who their 

friend is.  It is the hope that there will be communication at least once a month between the friend and the student.                                        

As of January 1, 2023 there are approx. 100 students on campus.   

 Your willingness to be a Pfeiffer Pfriend would be a blessing.   
For more information, please email Martha Sue at hallmsh@hotmail.com or call her at 704-985-5821. 

************************************************************************** 

 
  

 

 

                  Pfeiffer Pfriends Informational Sheet.  

You are appointed for such a time as this!  
Thank you for your interest in the Pfeiffer Pfriends Program at the Pfeiffer Health and Science Building in downtown 

Albemarle. As of to date, there are approximately 150 plus students on campus for our graduate programs.  Some of the 

students are in Albemarle every day while others may be in ñrotationò at some point in their 27-month journey.   

The Pfeiffer Pfriends program is designed to ñencourage, support, and friendò students that are many miles away from 

their home base.  The Pfeiffer Pfriends are collectively appointed individuals from local churches and the community.  

There is a special ñvettingò process before a student and an individual is paired together.  

It is the expectation that the Pfeiffer Pfriend will contact the student at least one time a month during the studentôs 27-

month period at Pfeiffer University. This contact can be in many forms: text, emails, cards, gifts, and the list goes on.  

This is not a ñsilentò program as you are encouraged to reach out to your student and develop a relationship with 

him/her so that they know they can count on you to answer questions about our community; keep them updated on 

activities in our community, and most of all ñbe there to support them.ò Be on the lookout for ñmixer eventsò where we 

invite the students and the Pfeiffer Pfriends to come together at the campus as a safe way to meet. Our first event was a 

huge success. Many students and Pfriends felt very comfortable with this opportunity to get to meet one another.  

You, as a Pfeiffer Pfriend, will be given an information sheet that the student has personally filled out.  Some students 

are very forthcoming and detailed with their responses, whereas others are vague, and it might take some time for them 

to warm up to the idea of sharing what they like.  

Things to remember as a Pfriend: 
ɞ This is NOT A SILENT partner program ς they will know your name as you will know theirs. 

ɞ You are encouraged and asked to stay connected in some form or fashion with your student. 

ɞ Remembering that most if not all students are new in town and have a tough curriculum to sort through ς they have been 

reminded and encouraged to respond to any kind of gesture on your part with a simple acknowledgment (thank you) ς 

but do not be discouraged if they do not respond or forget.  There is a great deal on their plate.  

ɞ Items are given or contacts can be made by: 

o Mail  

o Drop off at the campus through Kelly ς just text (704-956-5556) and let her know you are there to drop off a gift 

and she will come downstairs on the side of the building and receive your gift. (kelly.loflin@pfeiffer.edu) 

o This program is NOT about bringing these students to church, but rather whatever you have done to the least of 

these you have done it unto me. We are to be his hands, his feet, and planting seeds wherever we go.   

We want to encourage these students in their studies as they prepare for the journey that lies ahead.  We welcome them 

into our rural community in hopes they will choose to work in our rural community healthcare system.   

You are appointed for such a time as this ï be their Pfriend! 

Warm Regards ï 

Martha Sue Hall 704-985-5821 

 

mailto:hallmsh@hotmail.com
mailto:kelly.loflin@pfeiffer.edu


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you ever see a name on the prayer list and think, Now who is that? Or forget what the 
relationship is?  You are not alone as many folks have asked for help with this.  The Prayer List 
Connection will refresh all our memories.  Folks with chronic needs will be listed for a month 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴΦ  CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΩǎ Prayer List 
Connection for as long as we are requested to do so.  Critical prayer concerns will be added 
weekly to the prayer list in the bulletin. 

Friends of the Congregation: 
David & Marsha Bell, friends of Debbie & John Hahn; David has cancer. 
Lindsey Clark, wife of Mark Clark, friend of Debbie Hahn; metastatic breast cancer. 
Calvin Hall, friend of Ruth Goodwin; kidney cancer ς physical therapy for stroke. 
Lindsey (Whitley) Harward, daughter of Carolyn & Mel Whitley. 
Anna Hartsell, daughter of Janet & Gary Hartsell; colon cancer. 
Ann Hatcher, mother of Ann Snuggs. 
Mikayla Hege, friend of Elizabeth Bryson. 
Debbie Hinson, mother of Melissa Eudy. 
Anna Lashua, friend of Martha Sue Hall; breast cancer. 
Molly Amelia Lowder, low immunity health concerns. 
Taylor Blalock Mauldin, nurse at Atrium-Stanly; cancer. 
Joyce McLeod, mother of Mike McLeod. 
Wendy McInturff, mother of Michelle Cumming. 
Maddie McRae, daughter of Renee & Keith McRae; diagnosis & treatment for a brain tumor. 
Bryanna Medlin, Hodgkins Lymphoma. 
Bern Morehead, IIIΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ {ŀƭƭȅ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ϧ 5ǊΦ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘ ά.ŜǊƴƛŜέ aƻǊŜƘŜŀŘΤ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎŜŘ with brain tumor. 
Susan & John Prevatte. 
Tim Rodgers, cancer. 
Jane Scheer, spouse of Stan Scheer; Spring Arbor. 
Johnny Sharp, father of Cathy George. 
Garin Stepp, Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy. 
 
Members of the Congregation: 
Gloria Bryson, Trinity Place. 
Doris Forte, Spring Arbor. 
Laura Frazier 
Anita Gower 
Claude Harwood 
Don Joines 
Nancy Jolly, Trinity Place 
Polly Moose 
Rita Morgan 
Wayne Palmer, home 
Susan Pandich, Stage IV metastatic breast cancer.  New address: 336 Middleton Place, Chapel Hill, NC  27516 
Jean Rabe, Trinity Place 
 

 

 

 

In an effort to keep the prayer list updated, we would appreciate your help.  Please notify 

the church office (704-982-2722 or bpoolos@fpcalbemarle.org) or Billie Jean Snuggs 

(jeanpool22@gmail.com) of changes. 

Thank you. 

mailto:bpoolos@fpcalbemarle.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02- Al Andrew  14-  Leah Kilde  

  Jordan Davis   Courtney Niederer  

  Luke Davis  15- Kate Melone   

  Natalie Niederer  16- Steve Coats  

  Ellen Snyder  17- Bob Gaither   

 05- Becky Andrew   Eric Niederer  

 06- Keith Andrew  19- Catherine McIntyre    

  Robert Ivey   Chris Whitley  

 07- Chris Mabry  20- Bo Andrew   

 09- Cidney Eudy   Lee McLaurin   

  David Whitley  22- Jane Hartsell     

 10- Russ Carpenter  Maggie Melone  

 11- Jim Carter 24- Sam Holshouser    

  Nancy Jolly  29-   Claude Harwood  

 12- Morgan Kinley  30- Ellie Niederer  

    
          

      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 
                                                        10- David & Carroll Holbrook    

           19- Eric & Courtney Niederer  

           24- Nathan & Marlene Sanges  
 

 



Childcare Information  
 

Bailey Mitchell is in our childcare every Sunday for ages birth-K. Older children 
are welcome to join in.   
 

 

                                            Childrenõs Church 
 

Children in K-3 are encouraged to remain in worship.  Worship bags are located in the two 
entrances to the sanctuary with interactive tasks to keep them engaged.    
 

********************************************************************************* ********* ******  

Kindergarten -  Fifth Graders  

 

Hearts and Hands Sunday School  
We look forward to seeing you each Sunday morning at 9:45. Come share as we read 
stories together and learn about what it means to use our hearts and hands. We look 
forward to seeing you each Sunday morning! 
 

  

Breakfast Bunch  

Breakfast Bunch takes place during Childrenôs Sunday School (K-5th graders).  For the month of March, BB will be on 
the 19th. Please join us downstairs for muffins and prayer during Sunday School time (9:45 am). 

      
*************************** ****************************** *******************************  

            Kidsô Kirk 

Join us for Kidsô Kirk (formerly known as Childrenôs Church) on March 19 as we   
explore the elements of worship and what they mean.  

 

************************************************************************************************  

                         Faith Explorers 
On March 12, this group of 4th and 5th graders will be going to the Tree 
Top Challenge here in town.  Please bring $25 for two turns on the 
childrenôs course and $10 per course for the adult courses (5 total you 
can do).  We will have lunch at the church and then head to TTC about 
12:30-1 pm.  Pick up will be at the TTC.  

Please RSVP to Kate Gibson at 336-301-4564 by March 5 as reservations will need to be made for 
our group. 

**************************** ************************************** *********************                                             

YOUTH CLUB  

When:   Each Wednesday afternoon  

Ti mes:  3:30 - 5:30  

Join us for time of Bible study, arts , recreation, snack, music, and more.  Most importantly, we 

will have lots of fun with our friends!   Please let Melissa know if your child can attend!!  



     

YOUTH NEWS  
 

  
 

     March    5  SNL   6 -8 pm 

     March     12 Out about town - Dinner at Pancho Villas (beside skating rink) @ 6:30 pm  

     March     19  SNL   6 -8 pm  

     March     26  Adventure Outing - Meet a church at 6 pm for dinner and we will travel  

                          to a fun destination.  Bring $20 to help cover expenses.  
  **************************************************************************** ************* *                  

     
We are in need of congregation members to provide meals for SNL.  
 Please contact Melissa if you are willing to help! 

************************************************************************************************  

 

      Monday Night Bible Study  

Who:  9th -12th graders  
When:  Monday nights at 8:30pm  

Where:   Debby Johnsonõs House (1212 Heritage Dr.) 
 
 
 
*************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
03-02  Natalie Niederer 

03-09  Cidney Eudy 

03-14  Leah Kilde 

03-30  Ellie Niederer 
 



  
 

 The First Presbyterian Church Scholarship Committee is 
receiving applications from members of the congregation and 
community for grants for the coming year. Applicants must 
reside in Stanly County or be a member of First Presbyterian 
Church. The Scholarship Fund was established at First 

Presbyterian Church to provide financial assistance to deserving students in pursuit of further 
education. The application is on the church website and has been mailed to area schools. It is 
also available in the church office. The deadline for application submission is April 4. 
*************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


